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“You make the day a little better”. 

Make a better day. This was the 
logo of British Petroleum, which has 
not met at all. 
On April 20th, while Transocean 
Company BP worked in an 
exploration in Deepwater Horizon 
(U.S. Coast and Gulf of Mexico) 
platform exploded.  
 
At first, the director of BP, Tony 
Hayward, acknowledged that the causes of 
the disaster had to do with  overpressure of a 
valve, which failed three times. The valve lies 
at 1500m depth in the sea what makes it 
difficult to reach it. 
 
After Tuesday's blast, the platform caught fire 
and sank 36 hours on Thursday. In this ex-
plosion 115 members of 126 could be res-
cued. Regarding the remaining nine (8 of 
Transocean) have suspended the search and 
rescue missions and are considered dead. 
 
They  produced about 5,000 barrels per day 
(equivalent to 900,000 litters) with a global 
amount of 17 thousand litters of oil. It was 
shown that there  were  more than one hole. 
 
They have tried different methods to stop 
leaks. A first attempt was a type of pipe 
called “bell”, but this did not work as there 
were ice crystals. Then they worked on a 
second bell in which ice could not affect. 
 
BP had a number of scientists and experts in 
three of the best laboratories in the country to 
find a solution to leakage and staining. The 
most efficient idea was to inject a heavy liquid 
and then cover it with mud and concrete. This 
solution had between 60 and 70%  chance to 
be successful. 
BP was also pressured by the government 
and that was also the first time in this type of 
testing that they have performed  1500 me-
ters under the surface of the sea. 
 
The stain of oil of 100km was powerful 
enough to damage beaches, islands and 
coastal wetlands in the U.S. It was estimated 
that between Friday and Saturday could ar-
rive to the coast of Mississippi, but everything 
depended on the weather conditions and 
tides, so it could soon affect: Texas, Ala-
bama, Florida and Louisiana and people was 
ready to fight against the stain with 30 miles 
of barriers floating on the surface of the sea 
to try to protect more than 400 animal and 
plant species.  
 

The Coast Guard was immediately prepared 
with these floating barriers and had solvents 

and, in some cases, by 
controlled fires, although 
this may hurt even more 
environment. BP started 
to do some of these fires, 
but were suspended due 
to bad weather. 
 
To avoid further oil output 
it was authorized to dig a 
new well at the same 
place to extract oil and 

send it to refineries, but this would take more 
than 90 days. This oil spot, about 17 thou-
sand litters, you can’t compare with that one 
in 1989 of Exxon Valdez, Alaska where 41.5 
thousand litters. 
 
It was predicted that this change in oil prices, 
even as they did was an exploration not ex-
ploitation and should make no changes, but 
the company had to pay a fine of 75 million 
and a decrease of 15% on their investment. 
 
Deepwater had checked the platform two 
weeks before the incident, and another one in 
January, but found no abnormality. BP com-
pany have faced some fines, the last in 2009 
of 65 million Euro by the explosion of a refin-
ery caused by poor security and culminated 
with 15 dead people.  
In the White House and Obama received 
many criticisms and made signs of being 
tired, and finally closed the damn hole! The 
government controlled BP to be sure that 
administrators would find solutions and over 
200 ships and army boats, have been sent to 
clean the area. 
 
It is shameful that a company that is part of 
Christian Bursatil, did nothing to alleviate all 
this pollution quickly as following Christian 
principles they should have avoid the crisis 
and any investments that could harm the 
environment… but it’s more shameful that a 
year later we can still find  rests of that mas-
sive disaster. 
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